


museums and libraries by professional catalogers following standards and using
controlled vocabulary tools. This approach represents traditional document-oriented
indexing where items are classi�ed a priori by professional catalogers with little or no
input from end-users (Fidel, 1994).

The web, however, challenges this world of clear boundaries and distinct authority













photographs from the collection of the American Geographical Society. The collection,
built in CONTENTdm digital media management system, uses Dublin Core metadata
schema and a number of controlled vocabulary tools, such as Library of Congress
Thesaurus for Graphic Materials for topical subject headings and the Getty Thesaurus
of Geographic Names for geographic location.



Figure 3.
Cologne Night2 – a photo
posted on the Flickr’s site

by Ilhan Aksoy.
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geographic location. The image indexed in the library setting has not only a more
detailed description, but also indicates the relationship between the terms, although the
terms are not pre-coordinated. The level of indexing is also more consistent with other
images of Brooklyn Bridge in the same digital collection. The search for “Brooklyn



different aspects – the Manhattan skyline or �nancial district in the background. It
seems that social tagging not only exempli�es many challenges in image indexing
identi�ed by the researchers in the �eld, but also multiplies them by the number of












